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Minutes of the 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

Held: June 25, 2015 
 

          Approved: July 9, 2015 
 

A meeting of the Columbia Association Board of Directors was held on Thursday, June 25, 2015 at the 

Columbia Association Building. Present were Chairperson Jeanne N. Ketley and members Reg Avery, Dick 

Boulton, Brian Dunn, Janet Evans, Alan Klein, Nancy McCord, Gregg Schwind (who arrived at 8:05 p.m.), 

and Andrew Stack. Chao Wu was absent. Also present were CA President/CEO Milton Matthews, Chief Staff 

Liaisons Susan Krabbe and Norma Heim, Governance Chief of Staff Jane Dembner, and General Counsel 

Sheri Fanaroff (who arrived at 7:35 p.m.). 

 

1. Call to Order: The Board of Directors Meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by the Chairperson, 

Jeanne N. Ketley. 

 

2. Recognition of Maggie Brown Spirit of Columbia Scholarship awards 
CA CEO Milton Matthews and Board Chairperson Jeanne N. Ketley presented Maggie Brown Spirit of 

Columbia scholarships as Michelle Miller described the winners’ accomplishments. Two recipients of the 

$2500 awards were present at the meeting: Katherine Swanson (Hammond High School) and Maria Viera 

Cuellar (Long Reach High School). The other Scholarship recipients were Skylar Briscoe (Long Reach High 

School), Athena Kan (River Hill High School), Andrew Liu (Marriotts Ridge High School), and Meena 

Sengottuvelu (River Hill High School). 

 

3. Announcement of Closed/Special Meetings Held/To Be Held 
The Board of Directors held a closed meeting at the Columbia Association Building on April 23, 2015.  

Present were: Milton Matthews and Board members Reg Avery, Brian Dunn, Jeanne Ketley, Alan Klein,  Tom 

O’Connor, Gregg Schwind (arrived at 9:53), Andy Stack and Russ Swatek. Michael Cornell and Nancy 

McCord were absent. The vote to close the meeting was 7-0-0. 

 For:   Messrs. Avery, Dunn, Klein, O’Connor, Swatek, and Stack, and Ms. Ketley 

 Against:  None 

 Abstain: None 

  

The closed meeting was authorized under the Maryland Homeowners Act, Md. Code, Real Property §11B-111 

(4)(iv) Consultation with staff personnel, consultants, attorneys, board members, or other persons in 

connection with pending or potential litigation or other legal matters. The meeting was closed from 8:52 p.m. 

until 10:51 p.m. 

 

The Board of Directors held a closed meeting at the Columbia Association Building on April 27, 2015.  

Present were: Milton Matthews and Board members Reg Avery, Michael Cornell, Nancy McCord, Tom 

O’Connor, Gregg Schwind, Andy Stack, Russ Swatek, Brian Dunn, Alan Klein and Jeanne Ketley. The vote to 

close the meeting was 6-4-0. 

 For:   Messrs. Cornell, O’Connor, Dunn, Schwind, and Stack, and Ms. McCord 

 Against:  Messrs. Avery, Klein and Swatek, and Ms. Ketley  

 Abstain: None 

  

The closed meeting was authorized under the Maryland Homeowners Act, Md. Code, Real Property  

§11B-111 (4)(i)  Discussion of matters pertaining to employees and personnel. The meeting was closed from 

7:32 p.m. until 8:59 p.m. 
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The Architectural Resource Committee held a closed meeting at the Columbia Association Building on 

May 11, 2015 to discuss covenant cases. Members present were: Jane Dembner, Denis Ellis, Michael Shaw, 

Debbie Bach, and Gordon MacPhee.  Also present were: Carole MacPhee, Laura Parrish, Pat Loeber, Carl 

McKinney, and Karen Turcan. The vote to close the meeting was 5-0-0. 

 

The closed meeting was authorized under the Maryland Homeowners Act, Md. Code, Real Property §11B-111 

(4)(iv) Consultation with staff personnel, consultants, attorneys, or other persons in connection with pending 

or potential litigation.  The meeting was closed from 1:07 p.m. until 2:00 p.m. 

 

The Architectural Resource Committee held a closed meeting at the Columbia Association Building on June 

8, 2015 to discuss covenant cases. Members present were: Jane Dembner, Michael Shaw, Debbie Bach, and 

Gordon MacPhee.  Also present were: Ingrid Hatz, Laura Parrish, Debbie Nix, Carl McKinney, Karen Turcan 

and Dale Wasmus. The vote to close the meeting was 4-0-0. 

 

The closed meeting was authorized under the Maryland Homeowners Act, Md. Code, Real Property §11B-111 

(4)(iv) Consultation with staff personnel, consultants, attorneys, or other persons in connection with pending 

or potential litigation.  The meeting was closed from 1:10 p.m. until 2:15 p.m. 

 

The Audit Committee held a closed meeting at the Columbia Association Building on June 24, 2015.  

Present were: Reg Avery, Ed Berman, James Young, Andy Stack and Nancy McCord. The vote to close the 

meeting was 5-0-0. The closed meeting was authorized under the Maryland Homeowners Act, Md. Code, Real 

Property§11B-111 (4) (i)  Discussion of matters pertaining to employees and personnel; (iv) consultation with 

staff personnel, consultants, attorneys, board members, or other persons in connection with pending or 

potential litigation or other legal matters; and (v) Investigative proceedings concerning possible or actual 

criminal misconduct. The meeting was closed from 8:20 p.m. until 9:50 p.m. 

 

4. Approval of Agenda:  

Action: Mr. Averymoved that the agenda be approved as presented. Ms. McCord seconded the motion 

  which passed unanimously. Vote: 8-0-0. 

 For:  Messrs. Avery, Boulton, Dunn, Klein and Stack, and Mses. Evans, Ketley and 

   McCord 

Against:  None 

Abstain:  None 

 

5. Disclosure of Conflicts of Interest:  None 

 

6. Resident Speakout:  

 (a) Carol Gailbraith, Wilde Lake, spoke about loud sound emanating from Merriweather Post Pavilion 

  (MPP) concerts.  

      (b) Jane Winer, Wilde Lake, spoke about loud sound emanating from MPP concerts. 

      (c) Stuart Kohn, Howard County Citizens, Association, spoke about sound and vibrations emanating 

 from MPP and Symphony Woods during concerts. 

      (d) Christopher Alleve, Howard County Business Association, spoke about zoning and land use regulations 

 related to Snowden River Parkway. 

 

Mr. Schwind arrived at 8:05 p.m. 

 

      (e) Jervis Dorton, Oakland Mills, spoke about zoning and land use regulations related to Guilford 

 Industrial Park and Oakland Ridge Business Center. 

      (f) Billy Hillmuth, business owner, spoke about Snowden River Parkway development. 

      (g) Tom Scott, Wilde Lake, spoke about loud sound emanating from MPP and Symphony Woods during 

 concerts.  
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      (h) Sean Hammer, Owen Brown Village Board, spoke about postponing requests for additional Snowden 

 River Parkway fueling stations until the County acts on recommendations of its fueling task force. 

      (i)  Joel Hurewitz, Harpers Choice, spoke about the release of closed meeting minutes. 

 

7.  Approval of Minutes of May 14, 2015  

 Action:  Ms. McCord moved that the minutes of May 14, 2015 be accepted. Mr. Avery seconded the  

 motion, which passed. Vote: 8-1-0. 

  For:  Messrs. Avery, Boulton, Dunn, Klein, and Stack, and Mses. Evans, Ketley, and  

   McCord 

 Against:  Mr. Dunn 

 Abstain:  None 

 Action:  Ms. McCord moved that the minutes of May 28, 2015 be accepted. Mr. Avery seconded the  

 motion. Mr. Klein noted that Line 130 should be corrected to read “Mr. Dunn.” 

 Action:  Mr. Schwind moved that Lines 70 through 76 be deleted; Mr. Stack seconded the motion, which 

 passed unanimously after being amended to add that minutes include links to presentations made 

 during Board meetings.  

 The minutes, as amended, were approved unanimously. Vote: 9-0-0. 

 

8. Chairperson’s Remarks:None. 

9. President’s Report: Mr. Matthews congratulated Youth Teen Center Program Coordinator Safire Windley 

and International Exchange and Multicultural Programs Manager Laura Smit on receiving awards from outside 

organizations for outstanding service. Ms. Krabbe described the BOD Dashboard for the fiscal year ended 

April 30, 2015. Directors asked staff to develop ways to calculate how many Columbia households have CA 

memberships and the number of people taking senior discounts. 

 

10. Committee Chairs’ Remarks 

      (a) Board Operations Committee: none 

      (b) External Relations Committee: none 

      (c) Planning and Strategy Committee: none 

      (d) Strategic Implementation Committee: none 

      (e) Audit Committee: Mr. Avery said the committee elected Mr. Schwind as chairperson and Mr. Avery as 

vice chairperson. 

      (f) CA Representatives to the Inner Arbor Trust Board of Directors:  Mr. Boulton will become a member 

of the Inner Arbor Trust Board of Directors at its annual meeting on July 14. He asked the CA Board 

to give guidance regarding issues on which CA’s representatives on the IAT Board should focus. 

 

11.Committee Agendas 
 (a) Planning and Strategy Committee 

        1. Discussion 

  (a) Review and Recommend Approval of FY 2017-2018 Budget Process and Schedule 

   Mr. Stack said members should be particularly aware of the following  upcoming dates: 1) July 

   23, when the Board will decide on parameters for building the budget; 2) September 3 public 

   pre-budget input forum; and 3) October 8 Board work session. 

   Action:  Ms. McCord moved that the PSC send the proposed FY 2017-2018 budget schedule to 

     the Board for approval. Mr. Stack seconded the motion, which passed. Vote: 2-0-0. 

   Action:  Ms. McCord moved that the PSC recommend that the Board vote tonight on the  

     proposed FY 2017-2018 budget schedule. Mr. Stack seconded the motion, which 

     passed. Vote: 2-0-0. 

  (b) Committee Tracking form 
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 (b) Strategic Implementation Committee 

  1. Discussion 

  (a) Committee Tracking form 

   Mr. Avery noted that Friends of Bridge Columbia met this week with representatives from the 

county, CA, and other organizations. He suggested waiting to invite them to present to the CA 

Board until some of the action items raised during the recent meeting are resolved.  He also 

noted that the transfer of funds for the new headquarters building has been approved. 

 

(c) External Relations Committee 

1. Discussion 

    (a) Plan FY16 Stakeholder dinners 

          The committee discussed whether to hold dinners with the same groups as last year (Chamber  

 of Commerce executive committee, state delegation, county executive and county council, and 

 county fire & rescue and police) and/or to have dinners with other types of groups, such as 

 environmental groups, League of Women Voters and Howard County Citizens Association. 

 The committee will develop recommendations to present to the Board at its next meeting. 

 

  (b) Snowden River Development 

Ms. Dembner said a property owner seeks approval of a site development plan to build a gas 

station, convenience store, car wash and site improvements, including access from the road, on 

the southeast corner of Snowden River Parkway and Minstrel Way. She explained what uses are 

permitted on the Final Development Plan for the land which includes the subject parcel. 

Action:  Mr. Boulton moved that ERC recommend that the Board oppose the property owner’s 

 application. Mr. Klein seconded the motion, which passed. Vote: 2-1-0. 

 For: Messrs. Boulton and Klein 

 Against:  Mr. Dunn 

 Abstain:  none 

   By straw vote, the sense of the Board is that it opposes the application for a Royal Farm on 

Snowden River Parkway.  Staff will propose ways to make the Board’s opposition known to 

decision makers. Mr. Stack suggested that CA’s reasons for opposition should include such 

issues as: impact on traffic, fairness of allowing this project to have direct access to Snowden 

River Parkway, and whether an FDP amendment is needed. 

 

  (c) Sound Issue at Merriweather 

The committee tabled discussion until the next meeting, citing the lateness of the hour. 

 

  (d) Committee Tracking Form 

  Staff will provide a sign-up sheet for Board members to attend advisory committee meetings.

  Funding approved for Carillon Bells will be used during the current fiscal year. 

 

12. Recommendations for Board Action 

(a) Consent Agenda  

 1. Approval of Appointments to the Town Center Architectural Committee 

  The appointments of Lynn Foehkolb, Joel Broida and Kirsten Coombs were approved without  

  objection. 

 2. Approval of Appointments to the Wilde Lake Architectural Committee 

  The appointments of Kevin McAliley, Bess Caplan, and Wulah Cooper were approved without 

  objection. 

 3. Approval of Appointments to the Dorsey Search Architectural Committee 

  The appointments of Dan Woodruff, Ellen Mackey, and Rob Sims were approved without  

  objection. 
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 4. Approval of Appointments to the Oakland Mills Architectural Committee 

 The appointments of Bill McCormack, Paul Verchinski, Kay Wisniewski and Jonathan Edelson

 were approved without objection. 

 

(b) Recommendations for Board Action   

1. Approval of the FY2017-2018 Budget Process and Schedule  

    Action: Ms. Evans moved that the Board approve the PSC recommendation to approve the 

             FY 2017-2018 budget process and schedule. Mr. Avery seconded the motion, which passed 

   unanimously. 

  

 2. Approval of Full Spectrum Housing Letter 

   Action: Mr. Stack moved that the Board approvesending its letter to Howard Hughes Corp. in  

   support of a full spectrum of housing in downtown Columbia. Mr. Boulton seconded the 

   motion, which passed unanimously. 

13. Reports 

 (a) FY 15 Fourth Quarter Financial Report to the Board. 

Mr. Stack said the Audit Committee reviewed the fourth quarter report.  

 

14. Tracking Forms 
(a) Tracking Form for Board Requests: no additions 

 

 (b) Tracking Form for Resident Requests: no additions. 

   

15. Talking Points: Recording Secretary Valerie Montague read the Talking Points. 

 

16. Adjournment: The meeting adjourned at 10:29 p.m.  

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Valerie Montague 

Recording Secretary 
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