
  Active Transportation Action Agenda 
  Task Force Meeting Notes  
 

1 

 

3 

Meeting Date: 
 

March 15, 2012; 7:00 – 8:30 PM   
Historic Oakland, 5430 Vantage Point Road, Columbia, 21044 

  

Task Force Members Attendance 

Joel Broida 
Donnie Chapman 
Philip Dopkowski 
David Forester 
Jean Gardner 
Bill Gray 
Ryan Green 
Fran Horan 
Melissa Huselton 
Hannah Keating 
Bob Marietta 
Larry Schoen 
Russ Swatek 
Christopher Tsien 
Sharonlee Vogel 
Jim Wilkinson 
 

Attendance shown with highlighting. 
 
Also attending:  
Jane Dembner, CA Director of Community 
Planning 
Scott Templin, CA Community Planning 
Assistant 
John Byrd, Director, Howard County 
Department of Recreation and Parks 
David Cookson, Planner, Howard County 
Department of Planning and Zoning 
Jennifer Toole, President of Toole Design 
Group 
Dan Biggs, Project Manager, Toole 
Design Group 

  
Discussion Topic  Notes/Minutes/Highlights 

Welcome and Review of Agenda & Action Items – 5 
minutes 

It was noted that an item was added to the 
agenda so that we could include a report 
from David Cookson in Howard County’s 
Department of Planning and Zoning on 
recent bikeway grants from the state.  

Ho Co Department of Recreational and Parks Guest 
Speaker – 15 minutes 

John Byrd – Director of Howard County 
Parks and Recreation gave an update on 
the department’s pathway planning efforts 
and its efforts to connect recreational 
areas. John shared a map of existing and 
future greenway connections from the 
2005 Land Preservation, Recreation and 
Parks Plan. John highlighted some 
potential connections For example: the 
Patuxent Park connection in the southern 
part of the county has a sewer line that 
runs along the Howard County border into 
Anne Arundel County and Laurel. This 
could provide a connection to the 
Racetrack from southern Howard County. 
Another potential connection is the parallel 
sewer line that runs from the sewer 
treatment plant to Dorsey Hall.  
 
Howard County undertakes pathway 
improvements each year. For example, 
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the Centennial Park pathway loop is 
currently being improved/renovated as is 
the East Columbia library pathway to the 
Owen Brown village center. Other 
pathway improvements mentioned include 
those in the Gwynn Acres natural area 
and those along the. Plumtree Branch trail 
in the Dorsey Search area. 
 
John also spoke about the Mid-Atlantic Off 
Road Enthusiasts (MORE) helped 
organize the creation of a track for 
mountain biking at Rockburn State Park 
by taking responsibility for maintenance of 
the track. 
 
In answer to a question about crossing SR 
175 to connect the two portions of 
Blandair Park (north and south of 175), 
John stated that the Master Plan for 
Blandair Park currently shows a bridge 
over 175 to connect the north and south 
areas of the park and when and whether 
that new interchange and bridge occur are 
in the hands of the state. It was noted that 
an existing CA pathway and tunnel 
already exist and that additional 
connections on the north side could make 
this pathway connection to the north 
portion of the park. Saturday is the grand 
opening for Phase 1 of Blandair Park 
(portions of the south portion of the park). 
This is open to the public. Phase two of 
Blandair Park will begin in July.  

David Cookson from Ho Co Department of Planning 
and Zoning on recent bikeway grant awards – 15 
minutes 

David Cookson works in the 
Transportation Division within the 
Department of Planning and Zoning. 
David gave an update on the grants that 
were awarded to Howard County that will 
provide funding for biking infrastructure 
enhancements in and around Columbia. In 
January, Maryland Department of 
Transportation (MDOT) requested grant 
requests for “shovel ready” projects The 
county requested several grants and two 
were funded.   
 
The first grant is for Guilford Rd. where 
the shoulder will be expanded because it 
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is not wide enough and currently 
inadequate. The grant will also provide 
new signage at this location. Howard 
County will leverage three capital projects 
in this area because of this grant. One is 
already completed and two are 
anticipated, one on Great Star Drive and 
the other on Sanner Road. The northern 
section of Great Star needs new asphalt. 
The Sanner Road capital improvement 
project needs new asphalt and striping. 
This would improve the linkage between 
River Hill and the Applied Physics Lab and 
points in between. 
 
The other grant funded project is for 
missing connections between pathways 
and the County right-of-ways such as curb 
cuts and related crosswalks and signage. 
This project and specific locations is to be 
based on the outcomes of the 
recommendations of the Active 
Transportation Action Agenda 
recommendations. As background, David 
and Jane explained that CA had already 
identified more than 100 curb cuts that are 
necessary to improve connectivity of the 
pathway system so the County was able 
to use that analysis as part of the grant 
application.  
 
There is another project currently being 
undertaken by SHA due to the bikeways 
grant that will benefit Howard County and 
Columbia. This project will sign and stripe 
a bike route from Howard County to Fort 
Meade. This project is still in the 
preliminary stages. 

Review Consultants Field Work and Existing 
Conditions Findings – 50 minutes 

The Toole Design consultant team has 
been conducting site analysis along 
Columbia pathways since January and 
has completed its initial field work   
 
Dan Biggs presented an overview of how 
the analysis is being done and discussed 
both the level of detail captured. They 
have divided the Columbia areas into a 
map grid comprised of 116 maps, and 
used these to document existing 
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conditions, issues, etc. Comments already 
received from the public are also noted in 
the map database. Toole has analyzed 
the width of the pathways and buffers --
pathway widths varies from 4 feet to 10 
feet. Most are 8 ft or 6 ft wide.  
 
They also measured the longitudinal slope 
and cross slope with a level to measure 
these slopes. There are many steep 
pathways as we know given that many are 
within stream valley areas. 
 
The consultant team also looked at other 
conditions such as: 

- Whether curb ramps are needed.  
- Pathway shoulders that may need 

grading or enhancement 
- Site distance at pathway 

intersections and turns that may 
need to be improved to improve 
safety. 

- Needed links and desirable 
connections – small links and large 
connections.  

 
One of the larger pathway connections 
that would be desirable would be a 
connection between River Hill and Hickory 
Ridge. The group discussed some of the 
challenges in such a route. It was pointed 
out by John Byrd that the Middle Patuxent 
Environmental Area is a “preserve” and its 
mission is environmental protection rather 
than recreation. So even though it may 
seem logical to have a pathway through 
the MPEA to improve connectivity and 
reduce driving, the mission of the preserve 
makes it difficult at this time.  
 
The consultants also looked at needed 
neighborhood connections to commercial 
areas, such as in the Dobbin Road area 
Center, which is where many people 
indicated a desired connection. This 
improvement is listed in the Howard 
County Pedestrian Plan.  
 
Another area of focus is school 
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connections from neighborhoods. For 
instance, one that goes from surrounding 
neighborhoods to Pointers Run 
Elementary School. In this case, the CA’s 
pathways end at the school property line.  
 
The consultants will start to analyze the 
data more in the coming months and 
begin developing recommendations in 
April. 
 
There was a question related to whether 
CA was coordinating pathway planning 
and implementation with stormwater 
management and Jane’s response was - 
yes, the two functions are in the same  
bureau of Community Building and 
Sustainability and there is coordination. 
Another question was asked about 
whether CA had explored pervious 
surfaces for pathways? In response Jane, 
John and consultant Jennifer Toole all 
answered that pervious pavement for 
pathways in stream valleys as well as 
other situations are still unproven as to 
their long-term viability and specifically the 
large amount of maintenance required to 
keep their perviousness (vacuuming and 
sweeping to keep them clear of debris, 
mud or other substances that clog the 
pervious area, for instance). Pervious 
paving is being tested in some parking lots 
including the county’s nature center. 
 
What is the Motorized Access Report? 

- This was brought up at the last 
task force meeting and is now 
included as part of the scope of 
work for consultants. We looked at 
the policy of CA, County, etc. to 
see pathway use for motorized 
transportation vehicles. They 
haven’t been adopted in many 
places. This is still at the policy 
level and specific standards that 
are out there.  

- Peachtree City, Georgia has 
pathways that are a standard 10 ft. 
wide and allow golf carts, but it is 
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sometimes scary crossing paths 
with the golf cart.  

- It is Maryland state law to prevent 
vehicles in right of way, so a 
Maryland state law would have to 
pass before motorized vehicles on 
pathways crossing streets. 
Peachtree has its own political 
body which made it a “golf cart 
community”.  

 
A traffic engineer came to WLVC for traffic 
calming on West Running Brook Rd, and 
the current philosophy is to use speed 
bumps rather than mini roundabouts. 

- Toole Design Group just designed 
the first bicycle friendly speed 
bump in Baltimore. You cannot fit 
two wheels in the break so drivers 
wouldn’t try to avoid the bump by 
fitting into the break. The mini 
roundabouts do not have a lot of 
room for bicyclists and are not 
bicycle friendly.  

- The American Association of State 
Highway and Transportation 
Officials (AASHTO) have produced 
a new guide that will include a 
section on good bicycle calming. 
It’s also analyzing bicycle friendly 
designs that include rumble strips. 

Confirm New Action Items & Next Meeting Date 
(April 19, @ Oakland) - 5 minutes 

Send out the capital project information for 
Sanner Rd. and Guilford project.  
 
Gale Miller from CA has thousands of 
email addresses and will send information 
about the online survey to her email list. 
 
We will be starting the bicycle and walking 
tour and this is internal to task force only 
and stakeholders. It will be in the morning. 
Rain or shine event. 

The meeting adjourned at: 8:20 
 

 
Action Items Summary List: 

AI #: Action: Assigned: Due Date: Status: 

01-26-12-1 Send out the link to the survey 
and mapping tool to people you 
know or listservs you have 

Task Force 
Members 

ASAP and 
on-going. 
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AI #: Action: Assigned: Due Date: Status: 

available. We will also ask the 
Villages publicize this again. 
 

01-26-12-2 CA to ask the Village Managers 
to publicize the survey and 
mapping tool (CA also creating a 
flyer for general distribution). 

Scott Templin 2/10/12 Completed 

01-26-12-3 At the February task force 
meeting, provide an overview of 
the County’s existing Pedestrian 
Master Plan to familiarize the 
Task Force with what it includes. 
 

Jane Dembner 2/16/12 Completed 

01-26-12-4 Post the presentation from the 
January Task Force meeting on 
the project website 

Scott Templin  2/6/12 Completed 

02-16-12-1 
 

If you have spinal routes you 
suggest for consultants, please 
get that in two weeks to Scott 

Task Force 3/1/12 Completed 

 
02-16-12-2 
 

Jane will contact the Outdoor 
Seniors group who is evaluating 
the pathway to make sure they 
understand our project 

Jane 3/1/12 Completed. 
Attended 
Outdoor 
Seniors 
meeting in 
March 

03-15-12-1 Send out the capital project 
information for Sanner Rd. and 
Guilford project.  

Jane 3/30  

03-15-12-2 Gale Miller from CA has 
thousands of email addresses 
and will send information about 
the online survey to her email 
list. 

Gale Miller 3/30 Completed 

 
Note: The action item number (meeting date and number) corresponds to the date of the meeting 
where the action stems from and a number. 
 


