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Meeting Date: 
 

Tuesday, June 26, 2012; 7:00 – 8:30 PM   
Historic Oakland, 5430 Vantage Point Road, Columbia, 21044 

  

Task Force Members Attendance 

Joel Broida 
Donnie Chapman 
Philip Dopkowski 
David Forester 
Jean Gardner 
Bill Gray 
Ryan Green 
Fran Horan 
Melissa Huselton 
Hannah Keating 
Bob Marietta 
Larry Schoen 
Russ Swatek 
Christopher Tsien 
Sharonlee Vogel 
Jim Wilkinson 
 

Attendance shown with highlighting. 
 
Also attending:  
Jane Dembner, CA Director of Community 
Building and Sustainability 
Scott Templin, CA Community Planning 
Assistant 
Jennifer Toole, President of Toole Design 
Group 
Dan Biggs, Project Manager, Toole 
Design Group 

  
Discussion Topic  Notes/Minutes/Highlights 

Review of Agenda  
 

Where we are and next steps  
Jane stated that CA staff and consultants are 
working on the draft active transportation 
action agenda and that CA would share the 
draft to the task force by July 6. Staff will also 
prepare a comment sheet for the task force 
members to use and return to CA during July 
as “homework” in between this June meeting 
and the next task force meeting. Staff and 
Toole Design will use the comments to refine 
the action agenda, which will be finalize in 
August. The last task force meeting is 
scheduled for August 16. There will be no July 
meeting.(Note: this August meeting was 
subsequently re-scheduled to September 12) 
 
In response to a question on the 
implementation timeframe for the Action 
Agenda, Jane stated that that is yet to be 
determined and will be dependent on funding. 
In addition, feasibility studies need to be 
conducted before more new pathways can be 
implemented followed by the permitting 
process.  

Review Preliminary Pilot Projects  
Jennifer and Dan from Toole Design Group 
discussed the projects preliminarily designated 
as pilot projects and discussed the difference 
between them and the list of priority projects.  
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The scope of work for Toole Design’s work for 
CA specifies that four pilot projects be 
identified. The four pilot projects are to be 
demonstration projects. Toole suggested a 
number of potential pilot wayfinding projects 
and several path widening and path 
connection pilot projects. Jennifer and Jane 
asked for feedback from the task force to 
narrow the pilots down to the needed four 
projects. These were discussed by the task 
force and their benefits and challenges 
weighed. Based on the task force discussion, 
a pilot wayfinding project in west Columbia 
was favored by the task force as a pilot that 
connected Lake Kittamaqundi and 
Wilde Lake to Lake Kittamaqundi since these 
are highly frequented pathways and locations. 
Another wayfinding project in east Columbia 
was also favored by the task force members 
and it would connect from Oakland Mills to the 
Owen Brown Village Center and Lake Elkhorn.  
 
The group discussed several pilot pathway 
widenings and the task force, after some 
discussion, favored one from Dasher Court to 
Lake Elkhorn given its heavy use and also that 
it would tie-in nicely with the pilot wayfinding 
project – people would see improvements 
being implemented. 
 
The group also discussed options for new 
pathway connections and came to the 
conclusion that a good pilot would be a small 
and currently-missing pathway link between 
the River Hill village center to an existing 
pathway at Wild Orange Gate. There is an 
existing, well-worn “goat” path already in this 
location.  

Review Preliminary Priority Projects 
The group discussed the preliminary list of 
priority projects. Jennifer gave an overview of 
how the priorities were determined and then 
the group discussed the top priority projects.  
 
Jennifer also discussed the intersection 
improvements and priorities for those, which 
will be shared with the county. 

Other items: 
Jane asked for task force guidance on what 
the group thought was important for staff’s to 
highlight as part of her upcoming briefing to 
the CA Board on the project. Some of things 
suggested included:  

- Wayfinding/signage is important –  
highlight pilot projects 

- Highlight all the public engagement 
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- Stress the high desire to see pathway 
improvements move forward – that 
there is great interest in this.  

Confirm New Action Items & Next Meeting Date 
(August 16, @ Oakland, 7 PM)  

(Note: the next task force meeting date was 
subsequently rescheduled to September 12 @ 
Oakland, 7 PM) 

CA will distribute the draft Action Agenda to 
the task force by July 6 with a comment sheet 
and is requesting that comments be 
returned no later than Sunday July 22 so 
they can be reviewed prior to the development 
of the final version of the Action Agenda.  
(Note: this deadline was subsequently 
extended to July 28) 

The meeting adjourned at: 9:00 
 

 
Action Items Summary List: 

AI #: Action: Assigned: Due Date: Status: 

06-26-12-1 Distribute the draft Action Agenda 
and comment sheet to task force 
members  

Jane/Scott 7/6/12 Completed 

06-26-12-2 Return completed comment forms 
to Scott Templin at 
Scott.Templin@ColumbiaAssociati
on.org  

Task Force 
Members 

No later than 
7/22/12 

Completed: 
13 of 16 Task 
Force 
members 
returned 
comment 
sheets. 

 


