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Programs and Services Provided 
by Columbia Association
Columbia Association (CA) operates three fitness
clubs, an ice rink, an equestrian center, two golf
clubs, three tennis clubs, 23 outdoor swimming
pools (including two Mini WaterParks), four 
indoor pools and a hot water therapy pool, a 
DogPark, and a SportsPark with miniature golf
and batting cages. In addition, CA owns and
maintains approximately 3,600 acres of open space
as a permanent asset for the community. This open
space is interwoven with Columbia’s residential
and commercial areas and is a defining feature of
Columbia. Other amenities include lakes, parks,
tot lots, basketball and tennis courts, landscaped
features and 94 miles of paved pathways.
CA also offers cultural and community service
programs and facilities  including a welcome center,
an art center, a youth and teen center, before and
after school care at 22 schools, summer camps,
free summer lakefront concerts and movies, 
an archive, a volunteer center, a time-banking 
exchange, and a sister cities program with cities 
in France, Spain and Ghana. Among other 
programs, CA is actively working to restore 
Columbia’s watershed through public education
and projects to reduce water run-off and restore
our streams. CA also is working to reduce energy
consumption and reduce our community’s 
greenhouse gas emissions. 

Programs and Services Not 
Provided by Columbia Association
CA advocates on behalf of its community 
members to enhance services and programs 
provided by other organizations. In addition, CA
has extensive partnerships with many agencies and
organizations. Local government services are 

provided by Howard County and include: schools
and libraries; water and sewer management; road
maintenance; public transportation; housing and
community 
development assistance; waste and recycling 
collection; county parks and recreation facilities;
inspections, licenses and permits; planning, 
zoning and historic preservation; police, fire 
and rescue services; and economic development
and revitalization. 

Columbia is Evolving
CA’s programs and services have changed over
time and will continue to evolve to meet the 
needs of the community and Columbia’s 
changing population.
Columbia has a high degree of racial and ethnic
diversity. James Rouse’s vision of Columbia as an
open community — a diverse community in today’s
parlance — appears to have prevailed over the
nearly five decades since the founding of Columbia.
As of 2010, nearly 57% of Columbians identify
themselves as white and almost 25% as African
American. Asians, numbering almost 10,000 in
2010, account for another 11% of the total. 
Further reinforcing the diversity of the community
are the more than 4,000 people (7% of the total
population) who identify themselves as members
of two or more races. Of all Columbians, 8% identify
themselves as Hispanic or Latino, and may be of
any race.
On age demographics, Maryland Department 
of Planning 2030 projections for Howard County 
estimate the largest percentage increase from 2010
by age grouping will be those aged 65 and above.
This cohort is projected to increase from about
10% of the total county population to 19%. Of

Programs & Services

Columbia
Speaks

CAListens



2

course, non-seniors will still remain the majority,
comprising the other 81%. By 2030, all the major
age cohorts will be more even in their distribution
across the total county population: age 19 and
younger (26.3%); ages 20-44 (33.1%); ages 45-64
(21.3%); and age 65 and over (19.3%), with the
largest grouping being those 20-44 years of age.
CA is striving to evolve its services and programs
to be responsive and attractive to our changing
and increasingly more diverse population.

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER 

Question One
What changes to CA programs, services or facilities
would you like to see?  

Question Two
When you’ve visited other communities, what 
programs have you observed that you think 
CA should consider or offer?
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COLUMBIA ASSOCIATION
PROGRAMS
AND SERVICES

After-School Programs
Archives

Camps
Communication 
with Stakeholders
Community Festivals
and Events

Community Planning

DogPark

Energy Management

Golf

Grants

Lake Dredging
Open Space Management

Pathways

Pools

Recreation Facilities

Senior Programming

SkatePark

Sports and Fitness Clubs

Summer Programs
and Festivals

Youth andTeen Center
and Events

Time Banking
Watershed Management

COLUMBIA ASSOCIATION
ADVOCATES FOR

Community Revitalization

Conservation:
Clean Air and Water

Economic Development

Home Modification 
Programs

Other Public Facilities 
and Services

Public Safety

Recycling

Revitalization

Social Services

Transportation Options

Columbia Association
What CA Provides
Who CA Partners With or Advocates
What CA Does Not Provide
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COLUMBIA ASSOCIATION
PARTNERS OR
SEEKS GRANTS

Emergency Preparedness

Energy Management  

Inner Arbor Trust

Library

Neighbor Ride

Parks

Studies/Surveys/
Research

Rain Gardens

Reforestation

Senior Programs

Stream Restoration

Sustainability

Time Banking

Villages

Volunteer Center

Watershed Conservation

COLUMBIA ASSOCIATION
DOES NOT PROVIDE
THESE SERVICES

Assistance with Access 
to Public Funding 
or Programs

Economic Development

Education /Schools/
Fire/Police/Emergency
Services

Hospital

Merriweather Post 
Pavilion

Public Transportation

Residential Leaf 
and Snow Removal

Residential Waste 
Disposal

Street Repair


