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Meeting Date: 
 

February 16, 2012; 7:00 – 8:30 PM   
Historic Oakland, 5430 Vantage Point Road, Columbia, 21044 

  

Task Force Members Attendance 

Joel Broida 
Donnie Chapman 
Philip Dopkowski 
David Forester 
Jean Gardner 
Bill Gray 
Ryan Green 
Fran Horan 
Melissa Huselton 
Hannah Keating 
Bob Marietta 
Larry Schoen 
Russ Swatek 
Christopher Tsien 
Sharonlee Vogel 
Jim Wilkinson 
 

Task Force member attendance shown 
with highlighting. 
 
Also attending:  
Jane Dembner, CA Director of Community 
Planning 
Scott Templin, CA Community Planning 
Assistant 
 
Members of the public that attended this 
task force meeting include Paul Verchinski 
from the senior advisory committee. 

  
Discussion Topic  Notes/Minutes/Highlights 

Welcome, Announcements, and Review of Agenda 
& Action Items – 5 minutes 

Jane stated that since our last task force 
meeting, we’ve had approximately 100 
additional pathway surveys completed on-
line, for a to-date total of over 240 
responses. Thanks to the task force and 
other agencies and groups for spreading 
the word. We still want people to complete 
the survey which is available on-line at 
bit.ly/ConnectingColumbia 
 
Jane also announced that during the 
January civic engagement process, some 
stakeholders articulated a desire to have 
the pathways assessed for their possible 
use for certain types of motorized 
vehicles. Based on this request, CA has 
amended the consultant scope to include 
an assessment of the pathways for 
possible use by certain types of motorized 
travel within the pathway system, 
including golf carts, Segways, and 
electric-assist bicycles. Please note that 
electric wheelchairs were already part of 
the original scope of work. The project 
completion date has been extended 
through July as a result. 
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Review of County’s 2007 Pedestrian Master Plan 
and the Hospital to Blandair Multi-use Path – 45 
minutes 

Jane provided an overview of HoCo’s 
Pedestrian Master Plan. The plan is a tool 
for guiding government and private sector 
investment in pedestrian facilities and it 
includes a policy framework, a list of 
recommended improvements, and a map 
of locations where pedestrian facility 
improvements are deemed to be needed.  
The plan includes anticipated timeframes 
for investments -- short term (4 years), 
midterm (5-10 years), and long term (10+ 
years). The plan has about 30 
improvements listed for Southeast/East 
Columbia and 31 in West Columbia. The 
county plans to update the status of the 
list in the coming weeks and CA will 
provide that to the TF as it is available. 
 
Jane briefly described the planned 
Hospital to Blandair multi-use pathway 
that the Downtown Columbia plan 
specifies that the  Howard Hughes 
Corporation must built and construct. She 
shared the current draft alignment with the 
task force and stated that HHC submitted 
a concept plan for this alignment to the 
county for review. 
 
The task force had a general discussion 
about the Pedestrian Master Plan and the 
Downtown Plan and planned cross-
Columbia pathway.  
 
Jean Gardner made the TF aware of a 
new group forming called Outdoor 
Seniors. They are focusing on adequate 
mobility for seniors such as wider 
pathways, more benches, etc. This is 
headed by Sue Brown and Sue Muller for 
Leadership Legacy of Howard County. 

Task Force Walking/Biking Tour Strategy – 20 
minutes 

Jane provided a handout that described 
the goals and intent of the one bike and 
one walking tour that the consultants are 
contracted to provide as part of the 
project. Jane explained that this was not 
planned on being a large public event 
(she reiterated that this was not another 
Bike-About) but rather an opportunity to 
be out with the task force members to see 
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some of the opportunities and challenges 
with improving pathway connectivity and 
to discuss ideas about identification of 
primary pathways as well as wayfinding 
ideas. Jane explained that the tours will 
be by invitation only, which would 
include the task force, a few other 
stakeholders and hopefully members of 
the press. Jane asked that therefore the 
task force not publicize these tours 
since we will not have the resources to 
handle more than approximately15 people 
per tour. Staff will send invitations to TF 
members– the tours are scheduled for 
Saturday morning, April 28. Location/ 
routing/starting point to be determined. 
 
A few task force members suggested 
possible routes including a walking tour 
from Wilde Lake to Kittamaqundi to Lake 
Elkhorn; another from Howard High 
School, to Jeffers Hill Pond, to Blandair 
Park, to Red Branch Park to Howard HS.  
 
CA will be determining the route with the 
consultants. If task force members have 
ideas about tour routes, please provide to 
Scott Templin by March 7.  
 
Another task force member suggested 
that the tour route be available ahead of 
time so task force members can take a 
look before the tour day. CA staff said this 
was a good idea. After the tour, staff plans 
to summarize the event, have a short 
video about it,  and put a map online so 
the others would like to can take an 
individual tour on their own.   

Confirm New Action Items & Next Meeting Date 
(March 15, @ Oakland, 7-8:30PM) - 5 minutes 

Jane stated that she anticipated that a 
staff person from Howard County Parks 
and Recreation will attend the next task 
force meeting to talk about their pathways 
and planned projects. 
 
By the end of March, the consultants 
should be done with their field work on the 
pathways so we will be hearing about their 
progress at next meetings. 

The meeting adjourned at: 8:20 
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Action Items Summary List: 

AI #: Action: Assigned: Due Date: Status: 

01-26-12-1 Send out the link to the survey 
and mapping tool to people you 
know or listservs you have 
available. We will also ask the 
Villages publicize this again. 
 

Task Force 
Members 

ASAP and 
on-going. 

 

01-26-12-2 CA to ask the Village Managers 
to publicize the survey and 
mapping tool (CA also creating a 
flyer for general distribution). 

Scott Templin 2/10/12 Completed 

01-26-12-3 At the next meeting, provide an 
overview of the County’s existing 
Pedestrian Master Plan to 
familiarize the Task Force with 
what it includes. 
 

Jane Dembner 2/16/12 Completed 

01-26-12-4 Post the presentation from the 
January Task Force meeting on 
the project website 

Scott Templin  2/6/12 Completed 

02-16-12-1 
 

Tour route suggestions to Scott 
Templin 

Task Force 
members 

3/7/12  

 
02-16-12-2 
 

CA to contact the Outdoor 
Seniors group to provide 
information on Connecting 
Columbia and to learn more 
about Outdoor Seniors and their 
objectives. 

Jane Dembner 3/1/12  

 
Note: The action item number (meeting date and number) corresponds to the date of the meeting 
where the action stems from and a number. 
 


