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Planning and
Development

Columbia Association (CA) has a unique role in the Columbia
community as a major landowner, steward of the environment, and
provider of community, recreational, and cultural services. We
encourage our fellow community members to get involved, stay
informed, and engage with County decision-makers to help shape
Columbia’s future.
Spotlight on Columbia: Planning and Development provides
the community and CA leadership an at-a-glance overview of
County planning initiatives, upcoming public meetings, and
significant development occurring in and around Columbia. We
hope it will help you:
• Understand how and where to plug into Howard
County’s Planning and Land Development Process;

• Know what CA has its eye on and how we are engaging
with notable projects;

• Learn more about the historical legacy of Columbia as a
master planned community, how your community is
shaped by CA and your local Village Association, and
how our role differs from public entities like Howard County.

Each month we will highlight a selection of development or
planning projects being proposed in or around Columbia that are of
particular interest to CA. This is not intended to be a comprehensive
list and may or may not include projects you want to specifically
know about. To stay up to date with the most recent development
and planning information please check in frequently with the County
at https://www.howardcountymd.gov/planning-zoning.
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• Proposed Development
• HoCo by Design

Who Handles What

A breakdown of roles &
responsibilities for CA,
Village Associations, and
the County.
https://www.columbiaassocia
tion.org/about-us/whohandles-what

Howard County’s
Search Development
Plans Website

An interactive map with
the most up-to-date
information on upcoming
public meetings and
development proposals.
https://data.howardcountymd
.gov/search_plans/search_pl
ans_web.aspx
Howard County
Department of Planning
and Zoning Land
Development Website
Resources for understanding
the development process.
https://www.howardcountym
d.gov/planning-zoning/landdevelopment

Proposed Developments

Key Highlights - where CA is engaging
Source of all renderings: Design Advisory Panel Presentation February 9, 2022
Use the Howard County Boards and Commissions link above and select past
meeting and materials for the DAP to see the full slide decks.

Lakefront North, Downtown Columbia
FDP-DC-L-2A

Petition to amend the 2020 approved FDP and Neighborhood Design Guidelines:
775 Residential Units (125 Age Restricted) to 775 Residential Units (10%
Affordable) 200,000 SF Office & 150,000 SF Retail/Restaurant to 85,000 SF Retail/
Restaurant Max building height of 145 feet & 9 stories to 145 feet &13 stories for
select parcels Above grade parking to above & below grade parking as well as
proposed adjustments to street and open space alignments and guideline
descriptions.

Downtown Development Review Process Steps and Community Input Opportunities

Who are the decision makers?
See agendas, submitted documents and register to attend or submit testimony.

Zoning and Land Use: Howard County Zoning Board and Hearing Examiner
https://cc.howardcountymd.gov/Zoning-Land-Use

Howard County Boards and Commissions
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/planning-zoning/planning-zoning-boardscommissions
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Proposed Developments Key Highlights
Lakefront North, Downtown Columbia
SDP-22-042

Partial redevelopment of the Lakefront North neighborhood with a mixed-use
development consisting of 25,000 SF retail/restaurant space and 675 residential units
spread between three main buildings. The site plan also includes new roadways,
open space areas, and pedestrian/bicycle facilities.
The CA Board of Directors considered and approved
several easement requests associated with this
development including an extension of the Little Patuxent
Parkway multi-use pathway, a public easement for a fire
hydrant, and a sidewalk/pathway easement to implement
the planned Warfield Promenade Public Amenity Space
as outlined in the Downtown Columbia Plan.

How is CA Engaging?
CA's CDRES Division is
engaged in discussion with
Howard Hughes around
implementation of the
Downtown Columbia Plan's
vision for this neighborhood and
site design impacts to CA
property. This includes
connections between The Mall
and the Lakefront, multimodal
connectivity, streetscape
improvements, and other design
considerations.

Downtown Development Review Process Steps and Community Input Opportunities

Who is CDRES?

Community Development & Real Estate Services coordinates CA’s interaction with local
government, civic, and community-based organizations on transportation, land use, master planning
and design initiatives.

The division also manages and processes easement requests and oversees encroachment related
review. This department regularly interacts and engages CA residents and stakeholders on public
education and engagement initiatives and neighbor relations where CA open space and adjacent
properties are located.
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Upcoming Meetings
Planning Board
August 4, 2022 at 7pm
F-22-016, Wynne Property
Subdivide 1.05 acres into two lots for
single family detached dwellings.
FDP-50-A-1, Village of Oakland
Mills
A final development plan amendment to
add a Motor Vehicle Fueling Facility as a
permitted use on Lot 8 and establish
criteria for MVFFs in the Village Center.

Administrative
Adjustment
AA-22-004, Rose Knopp
August 3, 2022 at 10:30 am
Petition to reduce the 30' side setback to
accommodate a deck.

What is an FDP?
There are more than 300 approved
Final Development Plans (FDPs) for
the New Town zoning district. These
establish the allowable land uses for
a particular portion of Columbia by
listing specific uses or referencing
other Howard County zoning
districts.
Because of new legislation that
made motor vehicle fueling stations
conditional uses in most zoning
districts, this use must now be
independently listed as an allowable
use in New Town FDPs. This will
sometimes require a hearing
specifically to amend the FDP and
determine if this use should be
permitted before applicants submit
a project specific site development
plan.

What is an Administrative
Adjustment?
The Department of Planning and
Zoning is authorized to adjust the
bulk regulations (setbacks, height,
etc.) in an amount that does not
exceed 20% of the current
requirement. The DPZ Director, or
their designee, will hold a hearing
and either grant or deny the
property owner's petition utilizing a
specific evaluation process .

To see agendas, project materials, or register to attend upcoming meetings either use the
links under the "Who are the decision makers?" section or use the keyword search
feature at https://data.howardcountymd.gov/search_plans/search_plans_web.aspx
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HoCo by Design
General Plan Update

Howard County Department of Planning and
Zoning and their consultant team will be
releasing draft Planning Theme Chapters
throughout 2022. The themes reflect
community input gathered over the past
engagement process, the physical assessment
reports, and advisory committees

General Plan Links and
Resources
Learn more and provide feedback in the
General Plan process by:
HoCo Design Website
https://www.hocobydesign.com

Howard County Department of Planning
and Zoning Community Plans
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/planningzoning/community-planning

New Chapter Released: Supporting Economic Prosperity
Watch the recorded meetings, read the current draft chapters, and learn about upcoming future
chapters at https://www.hocobydesign.com/draft-plan-materials. Previously released chapters
include: Dynamic Neighborhoods, Quality by Design, and Life Outdoors.
Be sure to attend an upcoming engagement event to make sure your voice is being heard!
Can't make it? recordings will be posted afterwards and can be viewed to catch up.
Stay tuned and be sure to participate in the feedback survey.

Upcoming Public
Engagement Opportunity

Register for either meeting at: https://www.hocobydesign.com/economic-prosperity#Meeting

Supporting Economic Prosperity
Evening Virtual Meeting
Tuesday, August 2, 2022
6:30 - 8:30 pm
Supporting Economic Prosperity
Afternoon Hybrid Meeting
Wednesday, August 3, 2022
3:00 - 5:00 pm
In-person option:

Columbia-Ellicott Room at the George Howard Building
3430 Court House Drive, Ellicott City, MD 21043 Registration for the in-person option is required by 12:00 pm
on Wednesday, June 8. Space is limited.
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HoCo by Design
General Plan Update

Why participate in the General Plan
process?
Hearing about the opportunities and challenges
facing our community and sharing your
thoughts on what future you want for Howard
County is one of the most effective ways you
can have a direct impact on shaping our
community for decades to come!

General Plan Links and
Resources
Learn more and provide feedback in the
General Plan process:
HoCo Design Website
https://www.hocobydesign.com

Howard County Department of Planning
and Zoning Community Plans
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/planningzoning/community-planning

Source: Courtesy of Howard County Department of Planning and Zoning
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