
• Understand how and where to plug into Howard
County’s Planning and Land Development Process;

• Know what CA has its eye on and how we are engaging
with notable projects;

• Learn more about the historical legacy of Columbia as a
master planned community, how your community is
shaped by CA and your local Village Association, and
how our role differs from public entities like Howard County.

Spotlight 
on Columbia:
Planning and 
Development
June 2022

Columbia Association (CA) has a unique role in the Columbia 
community as a major landowner, steward of the environment, and 
provider of community, recreational, and cultural services. We 
encourage our fellow community members to get involved, stay 
informed, and engage with County decision-makers to help shape 
Columbia’s future.

CA’s monthly development tracker is now Spotlight on Columbia: 
Planning and Development. It provides the community and CA 
leadership an at-a-glance overview of County planning initiatives, 
upcoming public meetings, and significant development occurring 
in and around Columbia. We hope it will help you:

Helpful Links 
and Resources
Who Handles What
A breakdown of roles &
responsibilities for CA,
Village Associations, and 
the County.
https://www.columbiaassocia
tion.org/about-us/who-
handles-what

Howard County’s 
Search Development 
Plans Website
An interactive map with 
the most up-to-date
information on upcoming
public meetings and
development proposals.
https://data.howardcountymd
.gov/search_plans/search_pl
ans_web.aspx

Howard County
Department of Planning
and Zoning Land
Development Website
Resources for understanding
the development process.
https://www.howardcountym
d.gov/planning-zoning/land-
development

Inside:
• Proposed Development
• HoCo by Design
• Transportation

Each month we will highlight a selection of development or 
planning projects being proposed in or around Columbia that are of 
particular interest to CA. This is not intended to be a comprehensive 
list and may or may not include projects you want to specifically 
know about. To stay up to date with the most recent development 
and planning information please check in frequently with the County 
at https://www.howardcountymd.gov/planning-zoning.
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Proposed Developments
Key Highlights

Who are the decision makers?
See agendas, submitted documents and register to attend or submit testimony.
Zoning and Land Use: Howard County Zoning Board and Hearing Examiner
https://cc.howardcountymd.gov/Zoning-Land-Use
Howard County Boards and Commissions
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/planning-zoning/planning-zoning-boardscommissions

All renderings source: DAP PRESENTATION Sept & Nov. 2021

Source: CA CDRES
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Southlake Medical Office Building
SDP-22-019
Redevelopment of the lower Whole Foods parking 
lot next to the Lake Kittamaqundi pathway. Consists 
of a six story medical office building with four 
stories of office over a two story garage and public 
terrace area.

Columbia Association Board of Directors approved 
several easements associated with this property 
including for new pathways that will improve 
pedestrian and bicycle connectivity between the 
redevelopment site and the Lake Kittamaqundi loop.  

Downtown  Development Review Process Steps and Community Input Opportunities

Next Public Meeting: 
Planning Board, July 7, 2022 at 7 pm



Planning Board 
June 16, 2022 at 7pm

Land Preservation, Parks and 
Recreation Plan (LPPRP)

SDP-20-042, Lakeview LLC 
Worksession to act on Board of Appeals 
Decision and Order BA-781D.

July 7, 2022 at 7pm 

Southlake Medical Office Building

FDP-204-A-1,  Village of Harper's Choice
Amendment to the FDP to allow an 
accessory apartment use.

Presubmission 
Community Meeting
5405 Trotter Road 
Subdivision of a one acre parcel and 
construction of one additional single family 
dwelling. Meeting to be held June 21, 2022 
at 6 pm at River Hill High School.   

Muslim Family Center Inc. 
Religious facility at 5796 Waterloo Road. 
Meeting to be held June 23, 2022 at 6 pm at 
Howard County Central Library.  f

Upcoming Meetings What is the Land 
Preservation, Parks and 
Recreation Plan?
Every five years, the Howard 
County Department of Recreation 
and Parks prepares a LPPRP to 
comprehensively understand the 
County’s system of open spaces, 
natural resources, agricultural 
lands, and recreational amenities. 
In addition to serving as an 
implementation guide for the 
County, the plan is a resource for 
statewide decision-making and 
allocation of public open space 
funds. 

What is an FDP?
There are more than 300 approved 
Final Development Plans (FDPs) for 
the New Town zoning district. These 
establish the allowable land uses for 
a particular portion of Columbia by 
listing specific uses or referencing 
other Howard County zoning 
districts. The FDPs also establish 
the applicable bulk regulations 
(building height, setbacks, etc.) and 
any unique criteria for the uses. 

Interested in looking at an FDP? 
Most are posted online at: https://
data.howardcountymd.gov/
DPZ_FDP/FDP_Web.aspx
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Hearing Examiner

Foster Property, BA-22-009VV
June 23, 2022 at 10 pm
Residential Variance Petition requesting to 
exceed the height limit of accessory 
structures and the maximum cumulative lot 
coverage permitted for accessory structures 
at 6044 Trotter Road, Clarksville, MD.

Yoltay Property, BA 22-002CC
July 5, 2022 at 5:30 pm
Conditional Use Petition requesting use of 
an existing two-story residential dwelling as 
a two family dwelling at 7079 Guilford Road, 
Columbia, MD..

Upcoming Meetings

What is a Variance? 
Zoning regulations are written to 
account for most situations, 
however, it is not possible to 
foresee every unique scenario 
where it may not make sense to 
strictly apply the zoning 
regulations. Therefore a variance 
process is available to evaluate if a 
unique enough circumstance 
exists to justify variation from the 
regulations as written.

In Howard County, the Hearing 
Examiner has the authority to 
grant variances from parking 
requirements and bulk regulations 
(building height, lot coverage, 
setbacks, etc.) if it is determined 
that there are unique physical 
conditions in lot shape or size, 
exceptional topography, or other 
peculiar features that will create 
practical difficulties or unnecessary 
hardships if the bulk regulations 
were strictly applied. In the New 
Town zoning district this authority 
lies with the Planning Board and is 
known as an "adjustment".
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Proposed Developments

Source: CA CDRES

Source: CA CDRES

1. Stonewood 5 Storage

2. Old Montgomery Road

4 June 2022

1. Stonewood 5 Storage, SDP-21-052
Proposed development of a self-storage building at
7185 Oakland Mills Road.

2. Old Montgomery Meadows, ECP-22-052
The proposed development of 12 single-family detached
homes at 9005 old Montgomery Road.

The following projects recently (re)submitted 
plans to the Howard County Department of 
Planning and Zoning.

If you are interested in learning more about 
these projects, their status, or would like to 
discuss the project with County planning staff: 
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/planning-
zoning Go to Additional Information - “Search 
for Development Plans” and use the Keyword 
search feature by typing in the project number 
(ex. SDP-__-___) or project name.



HoCo by Design
General Plan Update

General Plan Links and
Resources
Learn more and provide feedback in the 
General Plan process by:

HoCo Design Website
https://www.hocobydesign.com

Howard County Department of Planning 
and Zoning Community Plans
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/planning-
zoning/community-planning

Upcoming Public 
Engagement Opportunity
Register for either meeting at: https://www.hocobydesign.com/life-outdoors

Life Outdoors
Evening Virtual Meeting
Wednesday, June 8, 2022
6:30 - 8:30 pm

Life Outdoors
Afternoon Hybrid Meeting
Thursday, June 9, 2022
3:00 - 5:00 pm

In-person option:
Columbia-Ellicott Room at the George Howard Building
3430 Court House Drive, Ellicott City, MD 21043 Registration for the in-person option is required by 12:00 pm 
on Wednesday, June 8. Space is limited.

Read the current draft chapters available for review or learn about upcoming future chapters at https://
www.hocobydesign.com/draft-plan-materials. Released chapters include:

Dynamic Neighborhoods: This chapter focuses on issues of housing need, associated 
infrastructure and amenities, and strategies for balancing and directing growth.

Quality by Design: This chapter focuses on issues of character and design for existing and new 
development from historic to modern communities and within their natural environmental settings. 

Life Outdoors: This chapter focuses on environmental stewardship, compatibility between nature 
and the built environment, and climate change mitigation and adaptation.

Also check out the Draft Future Land Use Map.

5 June 2022

Howard County Department of Planning and 
Zoning and their consultant team will be 
releasing draft Planning Theme Chapters 
throughout 2022. The themes reflect community 
input gathered over the past engagement 
process, the physical assessment reports, and 
advisory committees.



Transportation Planning
Selected Highlights

Transportation Links and
Resources
Learn more and engage with transportation 
project at:

Howard County Office of Transportation
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/
transportation

Howard County Department of 
Public Works
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/public-works

State Highway Administration – District 7
https://roads.maryland.gov/mdotsha/pages/
districts.aspx?did=d7

E-Scooter Sharing System Pilot Program

On June 3, 2022 Howard County launched a pilot program that will include up to 200 
shared scooters concentrated in Downtown Columbia and the surrounding areas. Scooter 
sharing systems are a micro-transit solution that provides an affordable and flexible 
transportation option. To learn more: https://www.howardcountymd.gov/transportation/
current-shared-electric-scooter-operations

Free Student Bus Passes All Howard County Public School System middle and high 
school students are eligible to ride Regional Transportation Agency of Central MD (RTA) 
buses for Free.  Visit your school office for details on how to get your FREE student bus 
pass good through next September. 

More Information: 
https://www.transitrta.com/
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/transportation
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Who is CDRES?
Community Development & Real
Estate Services coordinates CA’s
interaction with local government,
civic, and community-based
organizations on transportation, 
land use, master planning and
design initiatives. 

The division also manages and
processes easement requests and
oversees encroachment related
review. This department regularly
interacts and engages CA residents
and stakeholders on public
education and engagement
initiatives and neighbor relations
where CA open space and adjacent
properties are located.




